PREVIOUSLY IN ULTIMATE f-MEN- 


Born with strange and amazing abilitios, the #-Mon are young mutant heroes, 
sworn to protect @ world that fears and hates them. 


One of their recent recruits is Roque, a teenage girl and reformed acolyte of the mutant terrorist 
Magneto. forced to absorb the memories and abilities of whomever she touches, Rogue has 
always had a difficult time getting close to others. 


But after being manipulated by the billionaire industrialists known as Fenris, Rogue decided to run 
off with a dashing mutant thief named Gambit, who convinced the young woman to lave her 
teammates and pursue her own destiny. 


Congratulations, 
5 X-Men. 

You have The 
honor OF being 
escorted into 

Oblivion by none 


Other than...the 
Green Goblin. 


ULTIMATE SACKICI 


Who the 


4 hell writes 


this crap? 


i i 


Seriously, I know Chuck 
programs these holo-things, 
but who comes up with their 

god-awful speechifying? 


We're peacekeepers, 
Nightcrawler. We have 
to be ready to defend 

against anuthing, 
whether it's human, 
mutant or...whatever 
this tool is. 


I do, Logan. 
And if you Knew 
the first thing 
about writing, 

you'd understand 
what I was truing 
to accomplish. 


It was Kitty's 
idea to practice 
against other 
threats from 
S.H.1.€.L.D.'S 
database. 


> I, for one, enjo 
your stylized dialogue, 
Storm...though I still fail 
to understand why we 
are fighting these 
creatures. 


~f Sinister as 
they may be, they 


She only suggested it 
so she could suck up to 


Spider-Man about having 


fought his enemies. 


Vv 
Whatever, Bobby. You're 


the one who sneaks in 

here at night and uses 

the Danger Room to go 
onsimulated dates 


Don't 
even say her 
name. 


Are those two 
still together, or 
did they break 
up again? 


f changes hour 
to hour. 


Are you sure 

I can't do anything 
else to help, 
Professor? 


Bb 
Lappreciate the offer, 
Warren, but you are to 
remain on the sidelines 
until your wings have 
finished healing, and 


Be advised, incoming 
Priority Epsilon transmission 
from 5.H./.E.L.0. commang, 
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Y Trouble, ¥ aes 


General 


I'm 
afraid so, 


Charles, ‘There's 
been an 


escape. 


No, Magneto's 
still in the Triskelion. — 
Unfortunately, this is one } 
of the other savages 
who helped blow up the 
Brooklyn Bridge. 4 


We were 
transferring him to 
a detention facility 
originally designed to 
contain the Hulk, but 
there was an...incident 
en route. 


That's 
not your < 
concern. What should 
concern you is the 
fact that one of your 
students turned 
state's evidence 
against this 
psychopath. 


Were anu 
Of your men 
hurt? 


Don't worry, I'm 
sending a platoon 
to the institute now 
to provide additional 
security in case-- 
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an. Mame. * Me 
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ay 
I remanded 
the girl to your 
| custody with the 
\ implicit understanding 
PA that you would act as 
- her guardian! 


Unfortunately, she ¥ 
chose to seek a 
different path, and [| 
Iwas not thereto [Py 
prevent her 
departure. 


/ Thave 


no idea. 
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Ah should 
be out of here 
in two shakes 


Stand bu, 
handsome. 


believe you're inside 

a vault with six million 

dollars, and all you're 

a taking is some hoodoo 
trinket. 


greedy, Gambit. I'm 
sure those Fantastic 
Four kids dropping their 
space shuttle on the 
Strip a few months back 
has hurt Fenris’ Vegas 
earnings enough 
already. 


about is this 
magic Gem of 
Cyttorak 
thing. 


Rogue, take 
it from a former 
street performer, it 
don't matter if it’s 
David Blaine or Doctor 
Strange, "magic" ain't 
nothin’ but smoke 


f Maybe, but 
and mirrors. according to that 


| flunky whose memory 
Ah absorbed back in Pallas, 
our former employers bought 
this sparkly from an Irish 
arms dealer named 
Black Tom Cassidy. 


Ah have no idea 
what it does, but if 
we're keeping it out 

of the Von Struckers' [es 
hands, we're doing 


the world a favor. 
_ 


Cherie, 
holdings in every country on 
the planet. No matter how 
many jobs we pull, we'll never 

be able to dismantle their 
\ whole empire. 


You sure you 
want your life 
to be a never- 
ending string 


of heists? <<a 
g Absolutely... 


It's just, 
sometimes I 
feel guilty ‘bout 
| stealing you away 
“\ from the X-Men, 
you know? 


you're at my 
side, Prince oF 
Thieves. 
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All they do is sit 
things, but they in their school and 
ain't men. practice. \f I'm ever 
i gonna make up for all 
‘ the awful stuff Ah done, 
™\ Ahneed to get out 
in the world and 


Now come on, 
let's slip into 
something less 
comfortable. 


Wish I could be there to see ; 
the look on their faces when = 
Andrea and Andreas watch the 
tape of us walking out the 
front door with their 


family jewels. We should 


stick around and 
win a few hands oF 
blackjack just 
to rub it in. 


Your father 
a gambling 
man? 


We can 


visit themit \ I 
you want, you } 
Know? Your 
folks? 


<> 
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my family's had nothing ‘ 
: but trouble when it = 
[> comes to games of _ 
AES chance. a 
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He Was, up 
until he lost 
the house. 


That's when 
Ah ran away the 
first time. 


Thanks, Remu... 
but you're the only 
family that matters 
to me anymore. Finding 
you was the luckiest 
day of my life. 


Well, 
ain't that 
adorable. 
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maa What'sa P 
Fenris? == Wait, you 
a know this thing, 


Marian? 


Lf 
Juggernaut? 


| you work for 
Wi Fenris now? 


to be partners, 
longhair. until she stabbed 
the Brotherhood in 
the back and hooked 
up with that slap- 
head Xavier. 


I'm not 
running with 
the X-Men no 


«we're 
done 
runnin’. 


So, he's the new Clyde to 
your Bonnie, huh? No more 
smash-and-grabs with your How the Busted my 
old pal Juggernaut? heck did you old helmet out 
find me? of storage. 
This thing lets 
me track anybody 
who was ever branded 
by those dirtbags in 
Weapon xX...or have 
you forgotten what 
the humans did 
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AT Z = Tr Ah pate 
SP | ‘ / : want to have 
6) Ze \ to hurt you. 


Leech Girl, the 
only mutant mojo 
you got is what you're 
able to sap, and as 
long as you got those 
mittens on, you 
can't have a drop 


You're just 
as stupid as 
you ever was, 
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, Take as much 
as you want, Rogue. 
Unlike your new 
1 boyfriend, my power 
ain't doing fruity 
tricks. 


It's bein’ 
unstoppable! 


And now... 
I know the 
feelin’. 
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Run! All OF 
you! Clear out 
before I pulp 
the lot of ya! 


Look at ‘em, bringing their 
children to this hellhole. Are 
you honestly telling me you 


sympathize with these 
I animals now? = 


W Are you honestly 
telling me you're still 
taking orders from 


Y AN Magneto? |s he the 
7 N one who sent you 
tokillme? <2 
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i We 

| belong 
together, 

kid. 
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Me and you 
are two sides oF 
the same bad pennu. 
We're both trailer 
trash made good! 


You were the 
brains, I was the 
brawn. We were the 
perfect team. 


Hell, sharing a 
prison cell with you 
was the only time in | 
my life I ever felt 
like a free man. 


Aww, don't 
pass out on 
me now! 


Why take just 
a piece of me 
when I can 
share the 


A whole pie? 
Uy, 


Please. She's 
just a girl, mon You keep 
ami. dumping everything 
you got into her, 
she'll pop like a 
mosquito. 


to be something 
she ain't. 


Please. Only 
reason she's with 
you is ‘cause you 

remind her of her daddy. 
You're nothing but a 
degenerate card 
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Do 
what you did, but 
IT haven't felt this 
good since I turned 


my old man's skull 
» in one hand. 


os 


ain. 


Now there 
ain't a force on 
earth that can 
tear me apart 

from my girl. 


Gimme a 
lever long 
enough and I 


You think 
you can beat 
me? With a 
stick? 


bY Somet 
like t ] 
- 


hing 
hat. 
tT \ 


need to see me beat 
the life outta 
her ex. 
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we 
fight in front 
of the little 
lady, huh? 


BH 
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What, you 
wanna go 
for a ride, 
Frenchie? 


giving me a chance 
to charge up your 
chrome dome...with 
enough energy to 
demolish a city 


I ee 


NG 


Wasn't 
aiming for you, 


GuessI'm 
goin’ all in on the 
last hand. 


I'd work 

on that aim 
oe Of yours, 
gambler. 


a pee 
Eael 
—s 


im 
| 


oe aie 
ez] 
= 


oh 
| 


Pool 
a 
es. 


—— 9» = 
| at 
=_— 


by? 


WA, @ 


you're still 
in there! 
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Sounds like 
the cavalry’s 
finally on its way. 


Day late anda = 
dollar short like x Za \, Whatever 
always, but-- )) os Y that stupid gem 
RO i, : did, it...it was magic. 
There's real magic 
in this world, cherie. 
At least there's 


Listen, I...I ain't long for 
this world. How 'bout letting } 
an old crook...steal one 
last Kiss? 


Shut up \ 
with that! I v 
won't let you Lex 


leave me! 


— 
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Drake 
here. 
Bobby? 
Bobby, it's 
me... 


I'm scared, 
Bob. It usually 
only lasts afew 
hours. But this 
time, it’s...it’s 
not going 


Rogue? 


Rogue, where 
are you? The 
Professor said they 
found that Gambit 
guy's body in 
Vegas, but-- 


Rogue, are 
you oKay? You 
don't sound 
right. 


Ican still 
hear his voice. 
It’s like he’s 
right next to 
me... 


I'm sorru, 
L...I have to 
go. My phone 
card's about 
to run out. 
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See BY mow 
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q Goodbye, 
' N. Bobby. sklicke 
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ISANOVE 


PREVIOUSLY IN ULTIMATE f-MEN- 


Born with strange and amazing abilitins, the #-Moen are young mutant heroes, 
sworn to protect a world that fears and hates them. 


Their moral compass is a man named Professor Charles Kavier, an avowed pacifist, and the most 
powerful telepath on the planet. 


Their friends are few. Their enemies are not. 


ACHETIC NOK IU 


Control 
your animal, 
Chuck...or I 

control it 
. for you. 


That's enough, 
Mustique. 


The hell 
kinda handle 
is that for 
acat? 


Ionce dateda 
young woman who 
went by that 
name. 


Mystique? 
What 


was she, a 
stripper? 


Seriously, Moira 


MacTaggart, that It is not my 
past we're here 


and now some to discuss, 


Emma Frost broad, 
mystery peeler?. 


For a guy 
stuck in a chair, 
you get around, 

Xavier. 


General Fury 
tells me that you 
had S.H.I.€.L.D. transport 
her to a holding cell deep 
within the Triskelion. I 
commend you for your 
restraint. 


Listen, L 
appreciate being 
allowed back into 
your little school, 

but you don't gotta 


give me a gold 
star for every-- 


about what happened 
with this Peathstrike 


I didn't 
waste the chick, 
if that's what 
you're asking. 


I'm concerned 


character you and 


Ororo encountered 


in Alberta. 


Fury violated a 
longstanding extradition 
treaty with the Canadians 
and risked demotion in 
order to answer your 
call for assistance. 


He tells me 
that he was simply 
repaying a favor you 
did for him recently. 
Would you care to 


> elaborate? _/ ‘ 
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That ain't 

a door you 
want to open, 

Professor. 


— a ‘ Downstairs, 
you spaz. Why? 
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i) Sea 


I need to 
phase through Wj; 
his ribcage and should we You know 
rip out his black j maybe-- |. how the crappy 
heart. a +) song goes... 


“Love isa 
battlefield.” | 
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y We screw up N 
here, humanity's 
om SV teelbe bl a stain under this 
guy's boot! 
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This is the a 
it always “tenth time we've x 
come backto usedhimforour J} 
training program 
this month, 


The last time we 
fought this coward, I 
defeated him. Your 
holographic lies should 
reflect that! 


Mads isa 
tactical genius, 
Colossus. 


He can't be 
taken down 
the same way 


And this is the 
tenth time he's 
kicked our butts, 
Nightcrawler. You weren't 
there the last time we 
fought Magneto. You 
need to see what 
he's capable of. 


i ) 
Magneto is " \ 
T'm with rt ON 
we should be 


practicing against 
guys who actually 
still posea 
threat to us. 


long you've 
been e-mailing 
Rogue? 


A TAT 


And what are you doing 

hacking into my account 
anyway? 

I didn't! You 

accidentally 


CCed me, 
(0) moron. 
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PRxI pei vee // | short messages 

4 ene: from the road 
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sometimes, but 
(ci ae 


she never says 
A from where. 
a y wi 


"Dearest Rogue,” which 
you spell like "rouge," by 


"When are you 
coming back? I don't 


want to ou out, 
but I still have feelin 


gs 
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p 
You told 
me you le 
over her. 
You told me /, 


you wanted to 4 an 7 
make things work rah 
f 


between us. 


Don't get your a —— . =. 
I an galt te ee Figure stuff 
in a bunch, okay? out? So what am 
: I? The placeholder 
I'm just = you're using until your 
trying to figure . real girlfriend 
stuff out with — A gets back? 
her. 


or 
Bob! 
(SSS 


There's no 
fighting in 
the Danger 
Room! 


Let 'em blow 
off a little steam, 
Scott. They're 
just Kids. 


I mean...no 
fighting each 
other. You 
Know what I 
mean! 


They're . 
driving me They do this 
insane, every day. One 
Jean. second they're at 
each other's throats, 
the next they're making 
out in the attic. It 
doesn't make any 
sense. 


You remember how 
stupid relationships 
were at that age, don't 
you? How intense even 
the smallest little 
thing felt? 


You have 
dated other 
girls before 

me...right? 


Chicagoslllinois' 


My name's 
Lorna Vane. 


Welcome to the 
Academy of Tomorrow, 
one of the best magnet 
schools in the countru... 
and trust me, I know 
. a thing or two about 

magnets. 


I'm, uh, 
Roberto 


DaCosta. Somebody 


mailed me a plane 
ticket and an invitation 
to an open house, but 
I...I think there's been 

mistake. My grades 


-/ Hello, 
é \ handsome. 


; Grades Headmaster S 


i aren't everything, Frost sent me that 


The girl's 
already 
taken. 


But don't 
get any ideas, 


Roberto, 
this is my boufriend, 
Alex Summers. He's the one 
who convinced 
me to enroll 
here. 


Come on, 
T'll give you 
the nickel tour 
of the joint. 


Hey, is that 
what's-his-name... 
the kid from that 

game show? 4 


Doug Sy 
Ramsey? Yeah, ¥ 
he's ajunior Poy 
here. ‘in 3 
The all-time ‘J 
Jeopardy champion } 
isamutant? ¢ 


No, he is 
gifted. 


: Was Mozart a 
/ mutant? How about 
Babe Ruth? Here at the 
Academy, we don't make 
distinctions based on 
artificial genetic 
qualifiers. 


And unlike certain 
X-Men, Our class 
president isn't an 
uptight control 
freak. 


We welcome all 
extraordinary young men 
and women, whether they're 
teenage math prodigies... 
or living solar batteries 
like you. 


Yeah, well, someone's 
gotta look after our 
community while those 
X-people are busy flying 
around the world in their 
private jets. 


Please, call me 
Emma, at least until 


you've decided whether ; 


or not you'd like to 
grace us with your 
presence. 4 


— 


Iwas most 
impressed with 
the neighborhood 
watch program you 
set up in Harlem. 


You'll find that our 
school has very little in 
common with Professor 

Xavier's institute. 


For one thing, our 
students aren't soldiers. 
They're ambassadors, 
charged with tearing down 
walls between mutants 
and mankind through 
education. 


You can't stop 
thinking about 
Scott for two 
seconds, can 


Slow 
down, Mr. 
Beaubier. 
We don't need 


you reopening 
your old war 
wounds. 


Sorry, ma’‘am, 
but I was working 
off our wretched 
cafeteria food when I 
spotted a huge five- 
alarm over at 
Cabrini-Green. 


Lorna and 
I will Follow in 
Ms. Frost's 


Alex, remember 
that you're only to observe 
the situation, unless the Fire 
Marshal specifically 
requests your services! 


Only students \ 
Power down, © who've passed our 
Roberto. Advanced Leadership 
Workshop are allowed 
to participate in ofF- 
campus community 
service missions. 


Ma'am, I'm 
not a math , 

You're a 
bright young man, 
but you still have 

much to learn 
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Let 'em come, 
Denny. We're gonna 


_{ need all the backup [= Wh 


we can get with 
this one. 


The structure's Arson, huh? 
cleared, thank the Northstar, doa 
Lord. Somebody pulled sweep of the perimeter 
an alarm ten minutes and look for any lone 
before the blaze gawkers or people 
started. fleeing the scene. 


Polaris, I want you 
reinforcing the building's Jy tes 
steel underframe. 
The last thing 
we need is that 
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7 Way 
ahead of you, 
. Havok. 


...L don't Know. 
The electromagnetic 
fields, they're...they're 
Il wron 


The muties, 
they... they 
Killed him. 


Ididn't 
do this! 


Bveids 
can't control 
it! 
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Just make it 
stop! 


” 


fl 


It's 
gonna be okay, 
ae 


Gop 


It's ES 


General Fury, 
you have a priority 
transmission from 
S.HI.E.L.P. Commander 
Dugan. 


You're lucky 
the in-flight movie 
stinks. 


Sir, we have 
a Mutant Ops 
situation 
here. 

Some green- 
haired chick just 
wiped out a half- 

dozen of the Second 
City’s bravest and 
even more civvies. 


What's 
the scene 
now? 


Girl's unconscious, 
but when she comes to, 
there's no guarantee 
she won't start killing 
again. 


Thankfully, we 
own the one prison 
cell on the planet 
that can hold her. 


So why the 
hell are you 
bothering 
me? 


Nick, that 
cage is one of 
a kind, and right 
now...it’s sorta 
occupied. 


The Triskelion - 
Home of the superhuman Soldiers called The Ultimates 
and prison for the world’s most dangerous suppr-criminals. - 


} 
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xy he) Savage|Land= 
SOMBUINE/BIi inthe 
South) Pacificy 


MAGHCTIC NOKIA 


Terru, 
this is not 
your lucky 

day. 


A fi 
a MP | 
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Hope you 


taste better... 


than the 


\ triceratops... 


Agood man 


is hard to find... 


but a horrid one 
is even harder, 
eh, Arthur? 


Art is what 
the humans 
call me. 


My name is 
Longshot. 


” And mine is 


Wanda Lehnsherr } ” 


MaximoFfF. 


Lehnsherr? 
You're...you're 
Magneto's 
daughter! 


You used to live out 
here, didn't you? Are... 
are you here to 
rescue me? 


Y So the rumors 
are true? You're | 
working for the 
flatscans 


Yes, I 
suppose he 
would be. 


You murdered an 
unarmed man, darling, | 
and helped make 
mutants everywhere 
look like dirt. 


I'm here to 
bring youto Jt 
justice. 4s 


Humans? No, 
love, Wanda 
works for 


NN Wanda. 


And any rates 
who would slaughter 
one of the majestic 
creatures I helped 

raise is no longer 
worthy of 
freedom. 


rarely to 
my face. 


That's...that's impossible. 
I never miss. Stuff always 
works out in my favor. 


Curious... 
altering probabilities 
is my power, as well. 


What are 
the odds of 
that? 


.. that's what 
the humans call #/ 


me 


, General 
Fury, our bounty is 
\ under control. We'll be there 
I believe to pick you two 
you owe me up before your 
dinner at hex wears off. 


We're not 
handing this 
harmless pussycat 
back to those anti- 
mutant sadists 
on Genosha, 
are we? 


f=/ nabbed Longshot 
in neutral territory, 
so he’s ours until his 
people request 
extradition. 


Sowhere \ 
are we taking 


place we take 
every worthless 
psychopath we 
run into... 


..home sweet 
home. 


Ms. Frost, 
you can’t let 
them take 
Lorna! 


L..Ihad VW 
no choice, 


Look at 
m what she 


ff Polaris had I'm afraid a dozen 
A nothing to do : eyewitnesses have 
with this. a different story 


wrong! And 
so are you! 


Do you think I 
enjoyed letting , I did what 
that girl go? IF I hadn't | I had to do to 
remanded her to S.H.I.E.L.D. : real the 
custody, they would ! l 7) el lool, you 
have taken us a | ( rs 
all awau! = rat! 


Help her, 
Jean-Paul. Help 
her find out what 
caused her...her 
accident. 


What will 
I...I didn't \ they do with 
mean to snap . 
like that. 


Bull! This is 
the government 
we're talking about, 
the same people 
who built the 


i / 
Se neinele: They're either 


gonna cut Lorna 
open to see what makes 
her tick, or strap her toa 
missile and drop her on 
the Middle 
East! 


No, General 
Fury is a friend, 
Alex. He's not 
like that. 
I promise 
you... 


..Lorna has 
good people aa 
looking after era Ue 
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- @The\Triskelion, New York City: 
Headquarters of the superhuman 
task force called the Ultimates 
and prison for the world’s most 
dangerous criminals, 


four Hours Later. 
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Don't be 
frightened, 
girl. 


You're 
among 
friends. 


Indeed. 
Congratulations, } I...I killed 
your magnetic ( 3 all those people, 
abilities must be ae and now I'min 
formidable iF ; hell. 
they put you 
in here. 


That's how 
the human once 
known as Malcolm 
Little felt when he 
was incarcerated 
in the 1940s... 


«but 
over the years, 
prison proved to 
be Malcolm x's 
salvation. 
He-- 


Get away 
from her, old 


yourself, 
son. 


I was merely 
going to invite 
my guest to 
play a round 
of chess. 


excellent 
teacher. 


I swear, I'll 
run down there 
and snap your neck |— 
before you can even 
lay a finger on 
that girl. 
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Are you 
familiar with 
the game? 


Well, don't 


Charles, that's 
insane. There’s no way 
they would lock an 
adolescent girl up 
with a convicted 
mass murderer! 


Dane's powers are 
as you describe, 
Erik's cell is the only 
structure on the 


ey Howcan 
| you be sure 
of that? 


Because 
T built it. 


I... I always 
thought you were 
naive to segregate 
your students from 
humanity, to keep 
them locked up in 
that old castle. 


Pry your 
eyes and be 
strong for your 
student body. 


‘ But until I've 
/ looked into matters, 
» {| no one must know about 
\ Lorna Pane’s cellmate, 
understood? 


But now I realize 
I'm the idiot. You weren't 
protecting them from 
the world, you were 
protecting the world 
from them. 


Your tears 
help no one, 


YOu...YOu 
have my word, 


— 


I had Ramsey 

courseit's _ here hack into our 

cable box and turn it 
into a receiver for 
the headmaster's 
teleconferences. | 


So Lorna's really trapped in 
a room with the guy who blew 
up the Brooklyn Bridge? 


We're ~ 
breaking 
her out. 


That's 


messed up, 
u'all. 


OF the Triskelion? Alex, Nick Fury gave 
my dad a tour of that joint once. He says 
it's like Fort Knox on ‘roids. I mean, 
the Liltimates protect it! 


The LUitimates 
are just humans 
with lamer outfits... 
no offense to 
humans. 


None taken, but I 
wouldn't be much use to 
you guys in the field. I'm better 
off staying here looking for 
something that might 
exonerate your girl, 
h you Know? 
Yeah, I...I y 
think I'm gonna a 
stay behind and 
help out Doug. 


You can’t wuss 
out on us now, 
Cannonball. 


{ Will you stop thinking \ How about you, 
about yourselffor /] new kid? But...I'm not 
two seconds? —<—( evena student 
! here yet. 


You really want to 
enroll in a place where 
the teachers give you a 
timeout with this century's 
Hitler every time you're 
accused of doing y 
~ something you didn't? _& 


Okay, 
just...just 
don't hurt 


Ky 


= SY 
V Sorry, Alex, but...but there 
ain't a school back in Kentucky 
that will accept someone 
like me. Af 
{ | IF Ldo anything 
to get kicked out 


of this place, I got | 


nowhere else / 


So, 
you're one oF 
Emma Frost's 

disciples? 


You Know, back when she was 
your age, Ms. Frost was in a most 
heated relationship with 
Charles Xavier. 


You're lying. 
He's practically 
old enough to 
be her dad. 


Too true. I have alwaus believed 
that it is reprehensible for men 
in positions of power to pursue 
their female subordinates. 


I told as much to 
Charles, but he would 
have none of it. He said 
that Frost was a 

“unique case." 


For me, the 
world is black 


and white. There is 


right, and there 
is wrong. 


For Xavier, 
the world is 
nothing but 
shades of 
gray. £ 


I suppose that's 
what Emma taught 
you as well, yes? Moral 
relativism...the virus 
plaguing our education 


is positive, ” Wouldn't » 
andthereis you agree, 
negative. Polaris? 


McCoy|Memorial| Hall 
Later 


Forgive my 
tardiness, Herr 
Professor. 


Please be seated, 
Nightcrawler. I have 
some unfortunate news 
from which I had hoped 
to shield all oF you, but 
circumstances beyond 
my control have 
forced my hand. 


As you may have 
heard, last night a 


young mutant allegedly 
lost control of her extra- 
normal abilities and 
inadvertently Killed 
several civilians. 


Because of her 
age, her identity 
was not released 
to the general 
public, but I can 
now tell you that 
her name is Lorna Aa 
Dane. aay 


There...there must 


Regardless of your past Hoping to free his girlfriend 
be a mistake. 


P : = Girlfriend? So 
history, Miss Dane's culpability from the Triskelion, Alex 
She used 


Scott's kid brother 
is dating his ex? 


ue in this matter is not for us to Summers and several of his 
She can handle ‘a apes 


0 be determine. Sadly, that fact classmates have stolen 
girlfriend. has apparently been lost on a vehicle, and are likely 


! Leave 
your brother. headed for Lorna's holding wero ans him alone, 
facility as we speak. : dink. 4 
How do Z é . 
you know, 
Scott? 


her powers better 
than anyone in 
this room. 


Cyclops, I want you 
to take Nightcrawler, Storm, I trust your 
Wolverine and Shadowcat inthe feelings for the 
parties involved 
will not cloud your 
judgment? 


X-Wing and find your 
brother. 


Professor, if Kurt is 
off probation, why aren't 
I allowed to help? 


Because, 
Colossus, I want 
=— you, Marvel Girl and 
Iceman to forma 


around the 
Triskelion. 


You will be our last 
line oF defense in case 
Alex and his companions 
make it past the 


= others. onl 
; a 
Sir, my wings IF you need another 
are finally pair of eyes in the sky, 


led. I'm there. 
Yeah, you 
should totally 
use us, Prof.! 


War and I have 
firsthand 
experience 
with hotheaded 
brats looking 
o free rightly 
accused 
murderers. 


.the 
world will 


IF Alex uses 
half as much 
aftershave as 
Slim here, I'll smell 
him coming a 
mile awau. 


Alison, this is 
a thousand times 
more serious than 
the Longshot 
debacle in which you 
were involved. 


I assure you, 
for reasons I am 
unable to elucidate 
here, if this prisoner 
is allowed to 
escape... 


up the pace, 
kid. 


We've gotta 
get your contraption < 
out of here before some Lstill 
do-gooder figures out think thie 
what really happened is lame 
last night. : 


I mean, ere a a ae Why go to all this 
directional electromagnetic trouble just to frame F . 
field generator. We could some green-haired ry eh the BIg 
probably use something like this chick? pe ae mes ag 
to bust Magneto out of the Pp Te nf i 
hoosegow ourselves. EreLOn- 


Breaking Magneto 
Out OF S.H.|.E.L.2.'s pad 
isn't going to be as simple 
as me helping you escape 
that supermax, Forge. 


You guys 
can't be 
here! 
This is an 
active crime 
scene! 


Boss's orders. 
Any humans who 
interfere with us 


are supposedto & 
get the hammer. 4SS$ 


Anywau, a 


healthy body count 
is Kinda Magneto's 
calling card, 
you Know? 


ISSUE 


63 


MAGNETIC NORTH 


I tried to 
summon your most 
vivid memory of this 
Dane girl...and this 
is what your mind 
pulled out. 


Stay out 
of my past, 


scott, 
please. 


L..T just 
want to know 
why you never 

even mentioned 
her to me 


a We were just Kids 


when we started dating. 
Lorna was the only person 
like me I'd ever met... 


except for my brother, = _— 
I Pris, But I was always 


more into school than 
dirls, and Alex was 
pretty much the 
opposite. 


In the end, 
she chose him 
over me. 4 say I blame 
her. 


Doyou ~ 
still have 
feelings for 


You know how important 
you are tome. 
That's not what 


I asked. Your first 
love is trapped inside 
some cell, maybe for 

a crime she didn't 

even commit. 


I'm just wondering, 
did Professor Xavier 
send you to Chicago 
to stop Alex...or to 

stop you from breaking 

Lorna out of prison 

yourself? 


You're the 
one who spends 
so much time inside 
the Professor's 
head. 


What is 
that supposed 
to mean? 


I'm sorru. 
I...I didn't 
mean that. 


It's just, my 
brother and I 
have fought before, 
but not like this. 
I'm worried we'll 
end up-- 


Shh, you're 
going to take 
care of everything, 
babe. You always 
do. 


Come home 
soon. I love 
you so much it 
hurts, okay? 


Please 
tell me you 
ain't talking 

to me. 


Yeah, 
I love you, 
too. 


: ; You're 
ZA sitting on an 
ejector seat, 
you Know. 


Z — QTMETRISHELION 
Superhuman Detention 
See Facility and Headquarters 
of the Uitimates 


So, how does this place 


compare to that Podunk island Who said 


anything about 


where they were hunting you, three hot 


rf "“p 
Longshot meals? 


Just 'cause this joint ~ 
serves three hot meals a 
day doesn't mean it's not 

as much a hate crime 
as Krakoa. s 


Anyway, thanks - wt NI changing it be 
to whoever tipped abel eee against the 
us Off to your last = lawifit's my 

hiding spot, you just SS . body?! 
got yourself some —————s oi 

new neighbors. 


And this cat is He's been on permanent 
Essex. Not quite suicide watch ever since 
right in the head. he tried swallowing his 

S own tongue. 


The child is 
coming. The...the 
master will be 
reborn. 


What is this, the 
ghetto where the 
Ultimates hide They're not 
all the "lowly mutants, kid. They're 
muties"? just screwed-up 
humans who illegally 
pimped their own 
rides. 
We figured you're 
no more dangerous 
than these genetically 
modified wannabes, 
so we threw you in 
here with them. 


You've 
trapped my 
queen. 


e Lorna, I have 
Only lost a handful of 
because you battles in my time, 
let me. but never by 
choice. 


That's all the world 
is to you, huh? One 
big dame? 


You hate humans 
so much, they're 
just expendable 
pawns to you? 


I don't kill 
humans out [7 


IN 


| 


When the Americans 
dropped the first atomic 
bombs--the seeds of our 
unique race--it was not 
because they hated 
the Japanese. 


It was because 
they loved their brothers, 
and wished to save them 
from a lond, costly war in 

the Pacific theater. 


ine 


i 
Similarlu, 
when you or I 
take "innocent" 
human lives, we do so 
tosparethe blood ££ 
of our fellow 
mutants. 


= 


We do so to 
show the people of 

this planet that our kind will 

not surrender quietly to their 

bullets, their poison gas, 

their Sentinels. 


Whether or not your 
killing those humans was 
an accident-- 


It was! I 
swear! 


Whether or not, I 
assure you that doing 
so helped ensure long 
lives for your loved ones 
in our community, who will 
once again be rightfully 
feared by those who 
wish to destroy 
mutantkind. 


I...I didn't 
mean to Aurt 
anyone. 


People like 
us make the 
sacrifices others 
cannot. 


It is our 
gift to the 
future. 


We are 
completely 
lost, aren't 
we? 


I told you, Alex, 
just because I'm 
from New York 
doesn't mean I 
Know how to 
get there! 


Visiting your 
stupid school was 
the first time 
I ever left 
Harlem! 


Maybe...maybe 
we should pull over 
and ask for 
directions. 


Sam, you 
have no idea 
how men work, 

do you? 


Guten 
Abend, Herr 
Summers. 


I trust ve 
are all wearing 
our safety 
belts? 


Get out 
of the way! 
Ican't-- 


Stay down, 
ex. 


You're 
outmanned. 
And 
out-womanned. 


Exactly. So 
whu'd we have 
to total their 


ride? 
These men are 
Lal quite dangerous, Storm. 
Next to Cyclops’ brother is 
Roberto something, a 
headstrong fighter vith 
whom Marvel Girl and I 
once sparred. 


And behind him is 
Jean-Paul Beaubier, 1 
the Level Six speed ah eal 
demon who survived iy back? 
a brutal attack by a 
the man known as 
Sinister. 


4 Guthrie, 


folks call me 


= _\ Cannonball. 


You 
got three 
guesses 
why. 


Nightcrawler, go 


pick up what's left 
of Wolverine! Shadowcat, make 


the other passengers 
intangible before 
they come to! 


this mission, I'm 
totally changing 
my codename. 
Shadowcat 
sounds so 
Neopets. I want 
something a little 


SPE LE i 


Sorru, princess, 
but I can't let you 
people keep us 
from Lorna. You're 
m\ fast, kid 


z / Maybe not, but my 
but I > \ handsome new pal is 
doubt you're : hotter than a 
faster than pate sunspot. 
lightning. p= S 


Still putting 
on the alpha 
male routine for 
the ladies, huh? 


IF you throw 
down now, it's 
gonna be to 
the death. 


Sounds 
like a plan. 


This is 
stratospherically 
stupid. 


Come on, War. You and 
I have been on Xavier's 
sxe” list for months. 


But if we nab this 
Summers brat before 
he does any damage, 

maybe the Bald One 
will start playing us 
in heavy rotation 
again. 


Alison, 
Professor X told 
us not to get involved 
with the Lorna Pane 
situation. 


No, he just 
told us to 
stay out oF 
trouble. 


But if trouble 
happens to find us 
while we're out ona 
perfectly innocent 


You don't 


send a shepherd 
to catch a black 


But 
Cyclops is 
already-- 


sheep. 


A teacher's pet 
like Cyke is never 
gonna be able to 
predict how a bad 
boy like his brother 
thinks. Lis, on the 
other hand... 


~ 


I don't 
know, Ali. 


I...I have this 
¥ sinking feeling 
something awful is 
gonna happen Ly, : 
_ tonight. , oF Settle--if Xavier 


Kicks us out of the 
Institute, we'll just 
hit the road. T'll put 

\ Dazzler back together, 
maybe you can join 


= — 


I don't 
even Know how 
to play an 
instrument. 


yy 


After all our 
stupid fights over 
Lorna, have you honestly 
forgotten that our powers 
do jack to each 


other? 


Have you 
forgotten why 
I usually won 
those fights? 


No, it was all 


him, Jean-Paul. 


He...he Jet me 
beat him. 


IF you say so. 
either way, we 
should probably 
hotfoot. But Sam, 
and...and the 
new kid-- 


Have done 
enough already. 
Lorna may be their 
classmate, but she's 
our friend. 


Scott had to 


put on a good show 


for his teacher, but 
he's giving me a pass 
here. He Wants me 
to rescue Lorna. 


We're running 
the last leg of this 
relay alone. 


where did 
the others 


77 What does Y 
\ it look like, 


We got 
schooled. 


Pedal 
to the metal, 
Mystique! 


Let's waste 
those kids before 
they screw up 


te 


And then 
there were 
> two... 


Havok and 
Northstar are 
the plan. 


We'll make it to 
you guys as fast as 


prisoners and : 
wounded to deal \\ f \ oS 
. with here. d ae 


: x a ¢ Relax, honey. In ane : Did you hear, 
the unlikely event your the Prof said that 
q = brother makes it past me, == : speedster kid you 


Colossus and Iceman visited in the hospital 
will still swab the deck a few months back might 
with him. : be part of Alex's little 
mn raiding party. 


Jean- Bigg - 

Paul? He's... y  * ee 

he's coming eee 2 
here? oe ° 


pL 


=! i nae 


This 
isn't prom, ¥ Right now, we 
Peter. need to focus all 
of our attention on 
keeping Havok and 
company away from 
the Ultimates’ 
clubhouse. That won't 


be necessary, 


The club *“ 
will take it 
from here 


~~. 


Lf N ~ 
eee 
I NGES® | 
Ca A 
ay 


aw a 


The (Academy of Tomorrow 
Chicago, illinois 
Now 


I rock. 


I rock 
so hard. 


MAGNCTIC NORTE 


Mr. Ramseu, 


Ms. Frost! I've been W you're supposed to 
scanning footage of all "hkg te Weg eel ses our 
the traffic cameras around ~ I, rte tad 
that building where Lorna ff ets once or 
supposedly whacked those ailing to notiry me: 
people and-- of your classmates 
plans. 


Besides, I've 
already watched 
every gruesome 
moment of video 

from that dau. , 


Yeah, but 
not from three 
days before the 
accident. 


i 
Check it out, 

I caught these 
two people planting 
some kind of machine 
under a manhole cover 
right by where Lorna 
was standing. 


af 


I don't Know who the black 
dude is, but Iran the Indian f v 
guy's profile through 
S.H.|.E.L.D.'s Facial 
recognition program... 


I, uh, sorta 
guessed their ‘ 
access ..and it says 
password. there's a ninety 
percent chance this 
is Forge, some mutant 
felon who used to run 
with Magneto. 


/\\{ need you to get 
fae | in touch with 
Fury. 


She's innocent, a 
Charles. Lorna Dane 

is one step away 

from being a free 


Well, this 
wasn't part 
of the plan. 


Take yo 
friends and go 
home, kid...unless 
you want a repeat 
of Russia. 


Wait, when 
were you guys 


We're just 
here to help, 
Wasp. 


And we're 
not ungrateful, 
Marvel Girl, but 
the Triskelion is 

our jurisdiction. 


Which is why 
we're across from 
it, so we can stop Alex 
Summers before he 
ever reaches your little 
island getaway. 


Yeah, if we leave Havok 
to you, you'll just lock him 
away before he even gets 

a trial...just like you did 
to that girl. 


That's not fair. 
Lorna Dane was a 
Special case. 


Why should we trust a team 
that's got these two psychos, 
on it? Quicksilver and the 
Scarlet B-word here nearly 
killed us a while back! 


Did you say that she 
was in the same cell as... 
as Magneto? 


What's wrong with 
you people? Haven't 
you heard of state 

secrets? 


I'm beginning 


to think there's 
a lot he doesn't 


tell us. 


You're wise to be wary 
of Americans, Rasputin, 
but I assure you that the 
Ultimates can be trusted. 


And while she may be 
sharing a cell with our 
reprobate father, I can 
personally attest that 
Lorna is receiving 
excellent care. 


You have every right 
to be angry, young man, 
but our extremist days 

are behind us. 


Forgive me, 
Captain, nothing 
runs faster than 

my mouth. But I'd 


Professor would 
have told them. 


o 


TTT ears 


\ | oe 
eS Ch A 


You sure you Ny 
can get us across 
the pond to the 


Triskelion, 
Northstar? 


Well, "sure” 


is a strong I'm not concerned about the 
word, Alex. Ultimates. I've been studying 
footage of them taking down the 
Phe! run sae ve, Hulk, and I think I've pinpointed 
afew dozen times a e a few vulnerabilities. : 
academy pool, but one hit ag ee 
from a super-tupe is all y both sides against 
it's gonna take to knock the middie 
me into the drink. : 


Besides, the rest 
of the X-nerds are 
probably waiting for 


Failure 
isn't an option, 
pal. 


We're the 
Only people who Way 
can pull Lorna out 
of the jaws oF 
‘ hell. 


>, 
a 
Y After only 
eleven games? 
Most impressive, 
~ Polaris. 


Your natural 


aptitude for strategy 
astounds me. I will never 
understand why your 
teacher selected Havok How...how do 
» for class president you know about 
mover you. Al 


—. 


Astory for 
another day, 


perhaps. For now, Iregret “ I believe they 


that I will soon be : i are about to be 
forced to take leave commuted. 
of this humble 
chamber. 


What are you 
talking about? 
You're a terrorist. 
You're serving, like, 
a million life { 
sentences. 


Me? L...1 can't. 


Ma Lhurt all those 


people and-- 


I'm 
not like 


You 
think you can 
escape?r 


Indeed. 


But without 
polar opposites, 
this planet would 
spin off its axis. 

You and I need 

each other, and 

the world needs 
f us. 


Escape is : 
such a charged 
word. 


Regardless, it 
is my hope that 

ou might join me 
on the outside. 


Stay here, and the humans will 
torture you for what you did to 
their wretched brethren... 
torture you for the rest 
of your life. 


er, come with me, 


and I will reward you 
for your boldness. You 
can be a /eader in my 
Brotherhood, not a 
follower in some 
pacifist cult. 


Isay that 
"Magneto" is the 
most retarded- 

sounding name 
of all time. 


You 
overweight 
harlot. 


You were never 
anything more than 
another cog in my 
glorious machine. 


IF you come 


near me, 
they 'll...they'll 
see. 


Ihavea 
feeling “they” 
are otherwise 

occupied. 


Anyone 
else just hear 
that? 


Si 


Sounded like a car 


backfiring... 


inside my 


head. 


One of you 
conjuring this 
windstorm? 


It isn't wind. 
That blast was 
a sonic boo-- 


It's 
Summers! 


lron Man, secure 
the perimeter! Widow, 
get these damn civilian 

kids out of here! 


No, this 
: isn't Alex. It's 
To his friend. f= 


Jean-Paul get 
this fast? 


= —— 
——s a 
He didwhat ~\ 
we all do, Pete... 
he evolved. 


Chill, 
people. 


T've got 
Speedy on 
target- 
lock. 


Negative! 
Hold your fire! 
Hold your-- 


\_ Take five, 2 
ae sister. > 


My pleasure, 


Anthony. We're 


not the bad 
~~ guys-- 


t Scott, 
ar it's me. = 


After you guys 
drop off Alex's 


YAN “SA cohorts, any chance 
~ you could make one 
extra stop? 


SS 


GQTHETRISKELION =~ 


Superhuman Detention Facility and 
Headquarters of the Ultimates, 


~~, 


Et 


I can't believe 
this worked. Thanks 
to those brats back 
on the mainland, there's 
no one minding the 


We're actually oo 
gonnabeableto Wag 
breakintothe jij Don't get cocky, Su 

freakin’ Triskelion -iawp Forge. The Spandex \Seasaiel 

without a Fight. 4 gin crowd may have their 

[ : hands full, but they're 

not the only security 

this joint has. 


Nothing the low-recog I fit all the components 
polymers in our stealth into this backpack. I 
suits won't hide us told you, Mystique, if you 
from. ae me another three 
; ; ours, I'd probably be 
These things will —. able to squeeze it inside 
only get us past the SA a wristwatch. There's 
hull and through the \ nothing I can't build 
vents. Where's the rest of J ‘ y 
your electromagnetic 
field generator, 
anyway? 


And there's 


-_ nothing I can't 
>) s~ break. 
ite 
¢ 
fae } @ 
: ~~ 
‘ \2@ °° 
6 ) » 
> 
a 


Stand down, 
hig man. 


What 
did you do 


; 2 ; 
with Jean: We'll use 


lethal force if | 
| we have to. 


Yeah, mutant 
life isn't worth 
much to you 
guys... 


Almost... 
out of breath 
N here... 


Ah, the infamous 
Alex Summers. Let's 
talk about this, son. 


Believe me, I've 
fallen for my share 
of beautiful, dangerous 
qwomen...Gut Pa 
girlfriend is a killer. 


What's 
happening 
down there? 4 


" We've 
got to help : . 
them! Ma  \ 


That's what Alex 
wants us to do, 
Warren. We're trying 
to think like he 
would, right? 


This is probably just a VY Use those eagle eyes 
distraction, so Alex's of yours to scope out 
school chums can sneak the scene, see if 

by and bust out Lorna. anybody sticks 

out. 


You're... 
you're right. 
Over there! 


Let's follow . And you call me a big 
them, Ali! . chicken. You and I are in 
; Whoa, back up this together, aren't we? 
flybou. You want us We've come this far... 
might as well go all 
the way. 


Two people 
heading into the : ; : 
Ultimates’ base...and i to break into a prison? 
not exactly through ; : Maube...maybe we should 

the front door. a : just tell the Prof. 


> 
X = 
ee, 4 


a in 


~\ 


Between Iron Man This has 
and his chippie, you've a nothing to do 
T hope you just damaged technology : with money! — It's about the 


children are ready 
for a vacation in 
Guantanamo. 


y You're not 
a sheep like 
my brother, 
Colossus. 


Think for 


yourself 
here. 


worth the combined 6.D.P. B 
of several civilized 


nations. 


girl I love being 
@ locked up with your 
monster of a 
Dad! 


And you're 
going to be locked 
up, too, Alex...unless 
you surrender 
now. 


“Peter, right? 

Why not help us? 
We're going through 
with this with or without 
you, but we could use 
your, um, muscle on 
the inside. 


Oh, 
enough 
already. 


LN = \ 
~~ 
D> , 
let's go rescue JJ 
my girl. 4 


y Yes,well,at “ea 


least one ofus @@ 
will be getting 
lucky tonight... 


Mustique? 


"The eyes 
may be fooled \ 
by a woman's 

disguise..." 


"..but the 
heart never 
fails to 
recognize.” 


Do you have 
to go through 
this routine 
every time you 
two see each 


Nah, we only 
had to exterminate 
afew dozen primates 
Or SO On Our way 
down here. 


But getting Yes, Fury's 
out is gonna be probably already 
the hard part, called in the 
cavalry. 


Never 
fear, my 
friends. 


Just get us 
beyond the confines 
of this plastic 
nightmare... 


x* 


a j the rest. 
i a, 


C/L, bye \\ wand I 
\y pert shail handle 


I...I guess 


set eee why 
we didn't face any % 
resistance following — 

Alex's crew in here. You think they 
did this? How could 
high school kids 
have murdered-- 


in : Help! 
& | = a — >| Get me out 


You're P 
Ororo's friends? 
/ « T'll kill you all, 
Isn't that " i ! HAR! 
the chick Storm “a N 
said she gave 
the smackdown 
to? 


Sucks 


to be you, 
freakshow. 


isn't the time 
for-- 


And those 
were just the 
ones you can 

see. 


What 
the hell is 
happening? 


know, but my 
face... 


It feels 
like-- 


The whole 
building is 
moving. 


No, just 
the metal 
parts. 


I think-- 


I'd give anything to see 
the look on that cripple's 
face when Fury tells him 
you just released every 
last prisoner in 
this joint. 


MAGNCTIC NOR 


Mystique, I 
appreciate everything 
you've done, but sometimes 
I wonder if your undying 
loyalty stems from respect 
for me...or hatred of 

Charles Xavier. 


Magneto, you're 
asking me? We all 
bought into Xavier's 
“dream,” until we got a 
look at the sick 
: brain behind it. 


He gave me his 
word he would never 
hurt me, and then he 

stabs me in the back. 
And for what, that 
prissy schoolmarm 
Frost? 


I despise him as much as you, 


but this is about more than 
just one man. Are you prepared 
to make the ultimate sacrifice 
for our cause? 


Then this 
is where you 

and I must 
part ways. 


/ My friends, 
welcome to 
endgame. 


What's 
the matter, © I thought 
. mutie? _ your girlfriend 
liked getting 
pierced. 


GUARDS! 
ANYBODY! 


Save 
your voice, 
freak. 


I'm sure 
Fury and his goons are 
busy dealing with Thor and 
the other heavy hitters in 
this godforsaken dungeon. 
Nobody can help you n-- 


We muties look 
after our own, 
latscan. 


Mm! You...you 
can't hurt me. I'm 
indestructible. 


Longshot. 
owed youonefor \ 
helpingme escape §& 


Krakoa. Whatever, 
let's find an exit 
before-- 


You're 
welcome. 


Mutants 
don't have to 
duh-duh-die, 

you know. 


x 


eth. 


For those who 
puh-puh-pledge 
allegiance to Lord 
Apocalypse, death 
is just one more 
stage of ev-ev- 
evolution. 
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Shut 
your mouth, 
Essex. 


Keep 
rambling, 
and maybe 
Tl kill... 


SAK 
‘Ss 


Faster, 
Jean-Paul! 


Besides, 

Lorna isina 
mm { cell. \t's not like 
she's going 
anywhere... 


r Lo 
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nay 


I appreciate you 
and your companion dealing 
with the Liltimates for me, 
but make another move and 
Forge here will snap your 
girlfriend's supple 
neck. 


She dies 
and they'll be 


_ ~~ 
Such a willful bou. 
IF you would only leave 
behind your childish 
textbooks, you'd make 
an excellent addition 
to my Brotherhood. 


Prop him, 
Buckethead! 


Just keep 
, your infernal 
| machine close 
to me, and all 
will be well. 


IF anyone's 
gonna kill my 
brother... 


Tae anne 
it'll be | 
me. 


They must 
jotten his 
elmet out 
of storage. 


responding 
to psychic 
commands. 


What is aia pest 
I thought Hank shielded 
the ze pee voneee 
attacks before his ‘ 
faal He did! The 
passing: psycho must be 
using a totally 
different wave 
frequency! 


But that 
means... 


ohcrapoh 
crapohcrap 
ohcrap 


You have 
got...to go 
on Atkins! 


but Kitty'll 
drown! 


_ “SY Sorry for cutting it so 
Yeah, guess close, but last thing I 
Spidey was remember is getting 

busy, huh? Knocked out by some FF 
chick who looked like 
Tinkerbell. | 


i 


W / You're 
so cool. 


That mean 
we're friends JJ 
again? y Let's see if 
we live through 
this first, 
Frosty... 
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Storm, blow 
back any flying 
shrapnel! Nightcrawler, 
‘port the hostage 
out of here! 


~ You'll 
get Lorna )mm» 
killed! 4 


she’s in 
good hands now Bark one more 
order, and Isend 
every last bit of 
scrap in the tri-state 


Shadowcat, 
phase Northstar 
out of his-- 


Cyclops, you 
remain the least 
threatening boy 
alive. You can't 
hit me without 
hurting him. 


You don't 
Know much about 
brothers. 


It's 
already over, 
Magneto. 


Fora 
guy who claims 
to know about 
brotherhood... 


Nice 
shooting, 
four-eyes. 


Their powers ‘ 
have no effect on 
each other, Katzchen. 
Our families can only 
hurt us when we 
let them. 


You're an 
easy target, 


Is that Please. A little 
I knew you jealousy I sadness about 
would come sense? losing my plane, 
for me. 


Howling Commandos, 
sedate Magneto and 
put him in neural 
locks. 


I'm sorry for 
what happened, but 
I...I won't let you 
put me back with 
that monster. 


Ijust lost an entire platoon 
putting down a prison riot that 

may not be could have been contained a long 
guilty, but her time ago if my big guns hadn't 

boyfriend is. OF what? I been busy with Alex here. 


was trying to help 
an innocent 


Yeah, he called 
us, too. The girl 


The rest of 
you, get away 
from my other 

prisoner. 


General Furu, 
wait! Lorna is 
innocent! 


I am? But 


She was framed. 
The Professor 
contacted us on our 
way here. He has 


Scott-- information that 
x exonerates 
her. 


/ You're under arrest for 
superhuman sedition, a 
crime that comes with a 

lifetime stay in Camp 
X-Factor. 


Or Itell 
the White House 
about the 
cave. 


Get out of here, all of 
you. But you can tell Xavier 
that the X-Men's relationship 

with S.H.I.E.L.2. is over. 4 


Magneto got 
your boys killed, 
not some stupid high 
schooler. But you 
got blood on your 
hands, too. 


IF you hadn't 
handed that girl 
over to the Pevil 
himself before you 
had all the facts, 
this mighta gone 
down different. 


From now on, we're 
enemies, and the next 
time my people bump heads 
with you brats in the 
field, I'll put you all 


These kids 
have suffered 
enough. 


Maybe your 
Commander In 
Chief would like to 
know what you had 
me do to that boy 
last year... without 
the Prez's 
say-so. 


Please 


She's...she's 
dying. 


Her name's We 
Alison. Aaa 


qq] 
I believe Ali | 
still has a chance l 
\ of waking from Pa 
this coma. Her mind's 
+| voice is distant, 
but it is far 
from gone. 


expel me from 
the Institute 


Don't 
mourn for her 
yet, Warren. 


So...you 
are kicking 
me off the 

team? 


Your expulsion 
is merely a front, an 


excuse for you to become 
one of the handful of secret 
operatives I occasionally 
utilize for delicate 
missions. 


You want 
me to go 
undercover? 
Where? 


In Emma Frost's Academy N 
of Tomorrow. You will transfer 
to her school after your 
“dismissal.” 
It is clear that 
Emma cannot be 
trusted to keep an 
eye on her students, 
so you will Keep an 
eye on them for 
me. 


IF IL agree, you have 
to promise to reenroll 
Alison if she ever... 
when she wakes 


She needs 
you, Professor, 
more than 
anyone. 


No, I'm fine. 
Thad a killer 
headache for a 
few days, but tell 
Alex I've got 
thick skin. 


Yeah, well, no 
hard feelings. You 
guys were just doing 
whatever it took to 
protect your friends. 
I can respect 


Yeah. You Know 
what, sure. Email me 
the details. Okay, tell 
Warren we miss him. 

Talk to you soon, 
Jean-Paul. 


What was that all 
about, Peter? 


He asked 
me to go to 
Homecoming 
with him. 


Ss “A dance? So... \ ‘ ' / OF course, =e = 
“\ soyou're...? 4” Kurt. 


Andifamanas 


see why someone like 
me should. Wouldn't y | 
jou agree? i 


FERRET TT 
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Quicksilver. 


Ah, Miss Frost. To By the way, VY You're back in a box where 
what do I owe this your “epic you belong, and only a 
pleasure? plan" failed single lowlife escaped, 
: completely. and that's just because he 
~ Shut up, Erik. I'm got lucky and slipped 
just here to tell you through the cracks. 
that, if you or your 
underlings ever come 
near one of my students 
again, I will make you 
suffer before 
you die. 
> 


Charles may 
be against the 
death penalty, but 
I'm sure as hell 


AM 


sounds very 
fortunate 
indeed. ¢ 


Okay, I get that With the same electromagnetic 
_Mystique started field generator Forge used to : 
impersonating you frame Polaris, my dear Unbelievable. An 

after the breakout... xt = Longshot. escape where the 
but how'd she fake , captors don't even 
your powers? realize their prisoner 
is gone! You're a 
genius, sir. 


Perhaps, but 
fleeing unnoticed 
= would have been highly 
§ = improbable without 


Which is why my t So...you're the | 

agents tipped off & reason I ended up in 

Fury to your the Triskelion? But, 
whereabouts when . you couldn't have 

my old equipment < anticipated-- 

informed them of 
your presence in 

the Savage 
Land. 


Every move of 
a grandmaster's game 
is played in his mind long 
before he achieves 
victory at the 
board. 


No, those 
are yesterday's 
ideas, my friend. 


Do you re-form 
the Brotherhood? 
Attack the White 
House? Kill every 
last human on the 
planet? 
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NTASTIC FOUR 


ULTIMATE neni 


‘S Your world . / 
will need your help, 
[A ifit's to survive | 
Q the next few 4 
vy /) h 


Unspeakable 


jj| danger threatens, | _ 


and only you can-- 
UP 055 
SP / I 

Y S/o 
/ | | i 


SH 


LTT a 


Is 
this thing 
OnP — tdon't 
think he's 
getting 
ite 


{Hf 


Teacher- 
savant. 


Teacher-savant, 
wake up and summon 
your students. 


I assure you, I'm hearing you > 


clearly--on psychic as well as 
audible frequencies. 


Who are you, ¥ 

and what's the ]i 

problem? A® j 
Iam General * 

Lal-Qil-Atrox 
of the fifth arm 
of the Supreme 
Consistory. 


Ly 


WU 


Professor, 


(\ are youall right? 


uniform for 


b 


"General"? Where are 
her pips? 


There's no 
room on that 


thoughts you're 


thinking--could you 


please turn down 
the volume? 


yal 


Bobb : those — J 


We heard a-- 


One of our 
ships, with bio- 
weapon capability, 
has been badly 
hit. 


In three 
hours it will 
crash-land 
within your 
biosphere-- 
here. 


I see. What 
sort of toxins 
are onboard, 
and how 


dangerous | 


are they? 


There are no 
toxins, teacher- 
savant. By bio- 
weapons I mean 
mutants. 


Mutants 
whose combat 
capabilities have 
been classed at 
sun-eater 
level. 


The risk to your population 
But won't Their orders are hard- is Be our | but 
they see they're \ wired into their brain cortex. in time. IF 
in the wrong They have no choice but you can't hold them, I'm 
place? to obey. - 


And these Slash and 
orders would burn. 2 


be--? C> 


Se 


a 


/ The Malay Archipelago. 
{ Cuclops, ready the plane. 
T'll accompany the 
team. 


So we're 
taking this 
at face 


2 
Whether we do value’ 


or not, we have to 
act. Certainly her 
thoughts had 
harmonics which 
weren't entirely 
human. 


" 


Iceman, you and Shadowcat will stay here. this crisis is real, WY Take this as a mark 
When Wolverine returns, apprise him of and if we fail, someone _ of trust, Bobby--not 
the situation. has to warn humanity as missing a treat. 
of the threat they 


Whaaaat? Professor, 
that sucks! why is it always 
me on the subs’ bench? 


Yeah, take him. 
, EY Please. Otherwise 
f 4 QI he's not gonna stop 
4 whining until you 
: det back. 


"7 


Keep the motor 
running sugar lump 
anyone else but me 

comes by here pee 


step on their heads 
until the juice 
runs out. 


oh 


I~” Didn't I tell 
Ph you didn't I say 
7 I had their 

;/ number? 


Built-in defense 
sustem Xavier trying | 
to make me feel all Yeah yeah yeah 
happy-clappy. yeah yeah I got 
that covered 
too. 


S/ Could've been 
worse could've 
been gas cluster 
bombs laser beams 
anuthing. 


Idon't see 
» anything. 


nol // 


Bobby. But I don't 
think it's the toast 
popping up. 


Something 
tripped the 
grid. 


You take the 
front of the house. 
I'll sweep the 
dorms. 


The ski You're about to 


maskwasa have an off-piste 
good choice. experience. 


Zero percent 
humidity \ceman 
no moisture in the 
air nothing for you 
to work with 
because I took 
it all. 


Never mind 
we can always 
toast some ) 
marshmallows 
what do you / 
think? 


Get 
away from 
him. 


IF you've 
hurt him, T'll 
kill you. 


Didn't think 
you two were 
an item any 
more. 


Sorry bad intel 
false data I'll be 
having a word with 
someone. 


SN \. 
* 


Cute. Shurikens 
that come back for 
a second pass. 


You know 
they can't 
hurt me, 
right? 


No but they're shielded 
against the EM disruption 
you generate when you phase 
and if you turn solid they'll 
rip you apart kind of an 
impasse yeah Mexican 

standoft. Assuming you 
still metabolize 
oxygen in that 
state. 


Nope 
turns out 
I win. 


Some day 
you're gonna 


look back on 
this and laugh. 
But, sister-- 


I'ma kid I'm 
just a Kid you'd 
be Killing a kid! 


Did okay 
for a kid, though, 
didn't you? 


Now you wanna 
tell me who sent you 
and what you came 
for, before I put you 
over my Knee and-- 


You had me worried for 
a moment there lover 
boy I thought you were 
gonna hurt me not gonna 
happen now though I hurt 
you first wonder if you 
can guess how. 


And you 
think that Should've 
bothers done your 
homework, 


Kicking Bird to 
nest I'mcomingd AndI 
home. brought 
abet for 
all. 


Six degrees 
of f...f...fever 
and a sh...short 

: fuse. 


Wait! Got 
something! She 
placed a call 
while she was 

. here. 


Number's unlisted. 
And classified. But 
if the Professor's 
S.H.|.E.L.2. clearance 
hasn't been revoked 
yet, I can-- 


Let's look 
at what we've 
got. 


I meant House systems 
evidence, Logan. " picked up nothing. 
Something to It's like we got turned 
go on. over by the 
Invisible Man. 


We got turned over 
by apr...pro. She sent And she knew 
most of the team away exactly what she 
on a wild goose chase. was looking for. 


C...Cerebro. 


Yeah, plus she 
had flamethrower 
fingers. I'm lucky I 
didn't evaporate 

or something. 


Oh poop. 
Guys, this isn't 
good. 

~~ This 
isn't good 
at all. 


Miss Burchill? you 
shouldn't even be able 
to come perengn on 
this-- 


Got your stuff yo 
can send your man to 
pick it up but the price 

just doubled. _ 


Poubled? 
We had an 


Park the car 
Robbie then put some PEneeIEH 


techno-trance on 
and do me a funny 
dance. Silas 


d TG 
You + we 


hearing me 
~\ Caliban? y 
je ail 


That was before 
I saw how nice this Oh yeah. “tert a 
stuff is also before I trail a mile 


had to go up against 
Wolverine. _4 


y\ Wolverine? 
You--you left no 
trail he could 
follow? 


_ wide. 


Relax apple 
blossom I nailed him 
with a sneaky little retro- 
virus mutates every twelve 
seconds that's too fast for his 
healing factor to cope 
with but the trail-- 


There. v Fifty-four stories “NV 


The Baxter packed full of top secret 
Building... Federal government 
goodness. 


P77 = soit's 
> what, a post 
arn office? 


unit OF some 
kind. 


Wrapped up so 
tight you need to 
be God or Nick Fury | 
even to fly through 

its airspace. 2 


someone's 
jerking our 
chains Gomathing 
eae about this set- 
up smells. 


Timing stinks. 
Chuck falls out 
with S.H.I.E.L.27. over 
that whole Polaris 
mess-- 


Y—-next thing we 
know, someone 
from a government 
bug farm walks in 
and steals 
Cerebro's 


Well, iF you're looking 
for a smoking pistol, 
here's one. The newsfeeds 
are linking the Baxter 
Building to that new a 
super-team--the 
Fantastic Four. ie 


They've got 
a fire-starter, 
someone who can 
turn invisible, 
and a resident 
scientific 
genius. 


Did you 
try calling the Shesplked 


X-Wing? 
<=> our c...cOmms. 
Umm...yeah. Kid doesn't miss 
Got nothing. a trick. 
Hey, man, you're \ 
shaking like a-- 
thing that shakes 
a whole lot. 


Hey, the subs’ 
bench just became 
the front /ine. 
Cool! 


Logan, this 
is crazy. You 
can ae 


Ain't got 
time to walk 
in any case. 


But the rest of 
the team will turn 
around when they 

realize they've 

been had. 


Theu'll be back 
in six hours, tops. 
Then we can-- 


In six hours, whoever 
took those circuit 
boards can probably 
retro-engineer the 
whole machine. A 
machine that tracks 
mutants. 


Fit is the 
government, we 
can't give them 

that window. 


And damned if 
Chuck didn't leave 
us the limo. Okay, 
go or stay, that's 

up to you. 


But I'm gonna 
hit the Baxter 
Building, and I'm 
gonna hit it hard 
and fast... 


~ "|, these clowns play a mean game, 
» | but on their own turf, I'm bettin’ they're 
gonna be all relaxed and cozy. 


You tid 
laying Fi 
You trashed cent on ted 4 
my sound KS ‘ 
system!!! g You--you just 
GJ walked in here and-- Wy 
are you completely 
insaneP q f 


I told you-- 
didn't I tell you?-- 
not to touch my 

stuff! Four words: 


Hey, Ijust don't Season finale 


happen to share your 
tastes. _ 


Well now, we'll 
see how you 
taste flame- }f 

grilled. ' 


Don't 
make me 
| come in here 
again, you-- 
\ adolescents. 


What, we go in 
holding ‘hands like 
dirls? How's that 

gonna look? 


Yeah, Bobby. And \ | 


I've got cooties, 
too. Aren't you glad 
you ditched me? 


Shut 
yer mouths, 
kiddies. 


bina) 


| 


Looks 
like they're 

having a yard 
sale. 


Hook us 
up, Kitty. 


--we're 
in stealth 
mode. 


Umm--can 1 


help you guys 
at all? 


investigating a 
burglary. 


Y--you're the 
police? You don't 
look \ike the : 
police. Just tell me if 
you were anywhere 
near Westchester /t don't even 


last night. Know where 
_— that is. _ 


Logan, I 
ig senaee ake think we've made 
shot. Can't even Logan, ® Should a mistake. 
smell wortha don't hurt tying. Let go We pea 
’ e place? 
damn. oe p 
I don't 
know if he's 
lying or 
not. 


Then what's — 
the mad scientist 
rig all about? 


I'm not 
letting go 
until I get 

some-- 


maybe starting 
with this guy's 
cavities. 


Once this 
transaction is 
Well, we'd completed you 
hardly expect won't be seeing 
you to operate us again. 

on a basis oF 
trust. 


Here's your 
money, Miss 
Burchill. 
Would you 
like to count 
it? 


Robbie, 
take the 
case. 


‘& 
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You see these schematics 
is that sexy or what 
there's nothing like this 
anywhere nothing comes 
close not even the stufF 
I've done muself. 


The CPLIs in 
Cerebro process data 
synchronously massive 
parallel bit sampling like 

a brain \ike a human 


brain. 


And that's 
what it's for 
interfacing with 
human brains human 
minds analyzing 


living systems. 


Xavier uses it 
to look for mutants 
but you could turn it 
inwards you could use it 
on yourself modify your 
own consciousness. 


; <i 7 = = 
} What A.1.M. \ W i 
intends to do with by : 
the device doesn't f 
concern you. “ 


Well I'm not 
: quite not exactly 
/ : id not yet no. 


7  ‘\Fyou're y 4 ed / & Change of plan 
done with our F | / ’ should've told you 
property, we'll "'S should've specified 
take it now. ABe  — before you brought 


: 4 ' the money over. 


It's not for sale 
anymore it's off the 
market once I saw it 
I knew Lhad to play 
with it myself. 


Now we'll 
see what we'll 


oi i = \ see what we'll 
YE y, , see. 


s \ = / A i 4 , 


This is y 
getting out ; 
of hand. . Seriously! 


Sorry, guys. I 
don't Know what " Probably 
that is, but it's better if 
got a sinister I-- 
ring. 


Thee then wiehth 
supers! them with the 
e flatliner! 


Invisible force 
field, ghost girl. 


I probably 
shouldn't leave 
them lying 
around. 


ane . Just keep 
They're just these guus 
accidents ; off my back, 
waiting to ‘ okay? 
happen. 


Coming 
through. 
Watch 
your toes. 


Man, there's 
not much to you, 
is there? 


You're like that 
little whirlwind 
guy from the Bugs 
Bunny cartoons. 


yt 

| generally 
prefer live 
action. 4 


Okay, take 
astep back, 
guys. 


And have some 
ice buckets ready. 
Waste not, want 
not. 


{ Ohgreat! She's out cold and 
phased. How do you turn that 
\ stupid power of hers offP 


Kitty, we're 
out of here! 
It's over! 


Not on 
your life, kid. 
It's not over 

until-- 


I'm gonna 
my--way, cut that guy into-- 
Kid. paper dolls. 


Are you kidding? 
Kitty's hurt, Logan, 
and I'm getting her 

: out of this. 


Nah, let 4 
me handle this 
one, Ben. Less 

ps Stren 


Gi 
--the wall Almost 
\ starts to done 
boil? 
Let's 
nail these 
om creeps. 
4 
\ Ss 
ae 
~, “ie 


liinnnnccccrrrreeeeddddiiiibbbbillleeee! 
~ 


It's like Robbie 
it’s like Ican 
see everything 
everything 


everything 
at once 
inside and 
outside at 
the same 
time 


d Hiiiiii 
/ idk it's not | there lover 
really lost not | bou. 
. ever it's just 


’ looking into 
their minds 
looking out 
through their ’ i 
eyes there has to 
be amind that 
can see if there's 
a mind that can see 
then everuthing 
is there to be 
seen everything / 
opens up : 


every grain in 
the desert every 
speck mote scrap 
thread jigsaw piece 
that's lost in the 
\ big big picture 
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{ tactic, to get us away 


Nothing on 
Our scanners, or 
on NORAD’s. 


No heat 
signatures 
in the high 
atmosphere. 
\ No comm 
static. 


Let's fac: 


~{ it, people--we've ) 
been had. é 


Ss 


~ A diversionary 
from New York. 


Jean, if we 


link minds, perhaps 

we can extend our 

range sufficiently 
to-- 


Forget it, 
Professor. I 
already checked. 
There's a psychic 
lockdown on 
NYC, and it's 
airtight. 


All we can 
do is head back 
there at warp 
nine-- 


--and hope 
we're in time 
to be of some 
use. 


BARTER BUILDING: NEW YORK CITY: 


Don't you see 

lover boy it's not 
like it was before 
it's all different 
now 


this changes 
everything 


--well now that just 
seems lame because 
there's so much more 
going on so many more 
games we can play 


I mean I was just 
gonna do the old let's 
you and him fight 
routine, get you trashed 
by the muties--but 


hijack your 
systems out 
from under you 
. that might be 
fun I bet 

[ there's lots of 

neat stuff here 

I didn't get to 


see yet 
minds 
are alittle 
bit 
= . more 
slippery but 
z, 


can 


freeze your 
friends it's 
not hard not 
really 


I'm interfacing 
Richards merging with 
the circuitry pulling myself 
up the evolutionary ladder 
by my bootstraps 


See, I don't 
Know what Cerebro 
would do to a mutant 
mind or a baseline 
human one doesn't 
matter that isn't 
what I've got 


Mine's customized 
specialized bespoke 
tailored inside and 

out am I Keeping 
you awake? 


i 


You're like ants to 
me Ican just step 
on you but hey one 
picture’swortha 
thousand butes isn't 
that what they 
sau? 


before I kill 
again 


F\ Fall out, 
Paka ee A soldier, and 
problem? LGwulpep! "erent to-- 


What 
happened 
to him, 
Richards? 


It's Rhona. 
Rhona Burchill. 
She--she told 

him to stop 

breathing. 


She shut 
him down from 
the inside. 


Rhona? The mad 
girl with the crazy 
face? What's she 

got todo with 
this? 


Yeah, and 
what about 
these guys 

in here? 


Do we go 
on fighting 
them or 
what? 


_ 
# 


No, we need * 
to find out what 
Rhona stole 

fromthem. ¢ 


So 
we stand 2 
For now, * 
yeah. We don't 
want to pick a 
fight with-- 


Heads up kids. 
: You want me...you 
can have me. 


But I'm having...a 
lousy day...so don't 
say you weren't 
warned. 


You ever We —~ 

gonna learn { Still having 

your lesson, | | trouble with ———— 
shorty? 49 a it. Run it by 
eV) | me one more 


Oh yeah, 
that's it. 


The 
bigger they 


--the more 
likely they are 
to fall for a cheap 
stunt like this. 


Okay, here's 
the deal. If I pop, 
you drop. 


So hand over 
the circuit boards, 
or I'm gonna have to 

peel you like-- 


Did you hit 
him with some 
kind of invisible 
ray gun? 


How would 
BH you guys feel 
about a 
truce? 


I think he's 
sick. 


Oooocooh 
too much too 
much too much 

too much 


Strip away the 
skin the shell and 

what you see is how it 

works how it all fits 
together the signalin 7 

the wire the rush in it’s all 
the blood the pulse 

in the heart 


are just 
machines 


Robbie it's 
incredible it's like 
someone's holding the 
world right up close to 
my face and I can see 
every detail everything 
all at once 


I always 
knew they 
were 


Okay, X marks 
the spot. I'm gonna 
make the incision 

. here. 


Ineeda 
good-sized 
sample for 
the scope. 


Whoa! Wait! 
What about the 
damage? 


What's the 
matter, Bobby. 
Scared you'll get 
a chill? 


I'll laser-weld 
it back together again 
afterwards. 


h pnd these uniforms eaaur 
shield you from Sentinel- : : 
style scanning Never mind. oe teeda. al heaviest 
sweeps? Where's Logan, injected hin Se is a 
Yeah! Yeah, I anyway? Is he with it. ee 

see how it works. a Be : 
intelligent data okay’ tase It just 
refraction. Ican Lim... think Sou DE : goes on 


j When he wake F 
Eataly medky so, yeah. Rhona hit en up. ease getting 


him with a retro- better... 
virus that mutates 
every seven seconds. 
Too fast even for 
his system to 
cope with. 


Reed, have 
you ever had a 
girlfriend? 


It's not 
simultaneous. 
It propagates 
from here to 
here. 


Couple of dozen 
places that are pulling 
enough power. 


But only one 

that surges at 

the right times. 
She's here. 


Great! Let's 
go put that 
rhymes-with- 
witch through 
some changes. 


Idon't getit. * 
Whu's she talking to 
Reed when I'min 

the room? 


Oh please. She's 
practically a terrorist. 
And she looks cheap. 


Okay, this spike 


is where Rhona takes 
over the computers 
downstairs. 


PY So we've got 

7 avector. unless 
she's faking us out, 

she's somewhere | 
northwest j 


Imagine what Rhona 


You're not going 
anywhere. The 
Ultimates can 
deal with this. 


could do if she took 
over Iron Man's 
mind--or Cap’s. 


Reed's plan gives 
us a Chance. 


ca 
“4 And she 
wants us to 
find her, so 
she'll let us 


The Liltimates? 
Tuh! What are they 
good for? We 
spanked them on 

their own turf. 


~ Won't 
work, Dad. 


in close. 


Okay, these 
refraction shields 
should make us /mmune 
to Rhona's psi- 

powers. 


Johnny, yours 
is flameproof, but 
only up to four hundred 
degrees. Keep it 
under control. 


Is it walk- 
to-work week 
or something? 


She can 
commandeer 
machines, 


IF she sees 
us coming, she 
can shoot us out 
of the sky with 
her brain. 


OF course, 

some of us So much 
\ have our own for silent 

transport. running. 


You're On, 


Well, Johnny's 
powers don't 
exactly play well 
in stealth mode. 


Okay, I'm gonna 
phase through this 
junk. That should put 

it out OF action. 


Oh. Right. 
Fine. I thought 
we were ina 
hurry. 


What, you've 
got a better 
idea? 


Well, I thought 
maybe I could make 
some point-sized 
invisible force fields | 
inside the machine 
casings. 


And then expand 
them to seven or 
eight feet in diameter 
inside of half a 
second. 


That might, 
y'Know-- 


--do the 


{ job alittle 


faster. 


What 
d'you 
think? 


Trying to cut me ofF 
from the grid shut me 
down that's sad Richards 
that's almost 
pathetic 


I'm a big girl now 
I'm not scared of 
. the dark 


LY Hey, wait 


You're 
melting my 
ice-slide. 

That's a 
foul! 


7 


: What, In that 
we're gonna " case we might as 
have rules, , well play Chinese 

now? 


What's the 
matter with 
you, kid? 


You could've 
\\ been Killed! 


Just pushing \ 
your buttons, }) 
sweetheart. 4 


VW What does 
{ this one 
N dor - 


he's gonna get 
a bulk order 
tomorrow 
morning. 


~ 
7 
= 


= 


ZG 


Wait, Ben. 
The stair rail 
is humming. 


a So teach ne . 
aaa le the words. \somet 


What do we 


Hey nice 
catch, bro. lf the 
super-powered 
mutant thing doesn't 
pan out, you could 
play shortstop 
for the-- 


Boys’ minds 
smell like a locker 
room I never knew they 
were so afraid of losing face 
so hooked on status it’s kind 


of sad maybe I should 
redecorate 
a little 


Everyone's 
afraid everyone's 
messed up inside like life 
forces them into weird shapes 
I'm getting sick of it sick 
of all the misery and 
the excuses 


Yeah you 
could scramble my 
circuits with your 
ghosty little fingers 
but d'you think 
I'm gonna let 
you girl? 
No not 
hardly 


It's all 
fear your head's 
full of Fear and 
you're afraid of the 
wrong things 


7 Wolverine's 
just a psycho 
whu'd you care if he 
gets better or not 
why would anyone 
cry for him 


I'm not enjoying this \ 
asmuch asi thought \ 
I would doesn't 


matter doesn't matter / 
doesn't matter ~ 


You're an ' 
7 open book shadow-gir| 
and here's me standing 
around with an eraser 
\. why don't Ijust 7 


a 


You gonna 
pull that little- 
dirl-lost routine 
again, Rhona? 


That's 
one of my 
favorites. 


No I thought 
I'd try something 
abit different stop 
me if you've heard 
this one 


7 


; Are youa 4 
slow learner lover 
is that your problem I 


control machines as well 
as minds all I have 


to do is turn your 
shields off. y 


” 


in <2 9 


7 NowlLthink ‘\ 
/_ it might be fun iF 
end you guys fight to the 
death all those in 
favor say 


No--Rhona, 
it's--aahrr! 


yourself, 


-- to perfect 
empathy. 


You said-- 
something your mind was 
youdid--to expanding-- 
to touch 
everything. 


All I did was-- 
steal an idea-- 


Except death 
is where it crashes 
death is where it stops 


meaning anuthing it's vile every 
life ends on the same bum note 
why do people even try 
why do they--? 


RICHAAAAARPS! 
Is this 


at 
Ng { something 
a you're doing 
x y to me? 


Puta 
virus into the-- 
buffers of the 
psi-shields. 

from you. 


You spiked ( / 


Cerebro? 


N-no, I 
enhancea-- 
Cerebro. So it 
would--work 
faster. Z 


Move you--past 
knowledge--past 
understanding-- 


Nonononono! 


It's not 
so easy to 
hate any more, 
is it, Rhona? 


up shut up all oF 
you shut your 
minds up! 


You end up 
seeing everyone's 
point of view. Almost 
like God. 


Ggnnrrrr get it 
off me I don't want 
to empathize I want 

to control! 


Tjust 
want to 
contro|! 


‘ Robbie set 
off the pocket nukes 
go down with the ship 
sugar lump I want these } 
losers dead you seal them 
inandtorchthem /£ 


! Activation code | 


l Bub, you 
Close blast _ ” SY< may be a bagful 
containment | fi or ugly, but you re 
| ; asi or 
| cequence. a poreener. 
<a ae Vz thought 
I missed the 
fight. 


Oh man! 
I feel like 


someone 
stepped on 
my brain. 


This is her 
secondary 


fuel line. When she 


7 hits the reheat, 


\ well--let me put 
\__ it this way-- 


She's 
getting 
away. Can't 
we--? 


--anyone 
Know any good 
prayers? 


BARTER BUILDING: 
THE|NERT|DAY 


disinfect the virtual 

memory before you 
reconnect any 
of this stuff to 


Right 
Till be 


Ws = 
isc 
A) 


Is anyone 
gonna raise 
the fact that 
they broke 
in here? 


So, u'Know, 
any time you 
want to take in 
a movie or-- 


eN 
ei. 


Infact, you 
should probably 
overwrite the buffers 
with pseudo- 


Under the f 
circumstances, * --1'm profoundly 
Lieutenant grateful that 


Lumpkin-- they did. 


\ 


Thanks, 
Johnny. I'm sort 
of seeing 
someone right 
now. 


And I don't 
think your sister 
likes me all 
that much. 


Man, I'm 
glad to get out 
of there. I get 
antsy around that 
many uniforms. 


Are 
you sure 
you're Okay, 


now, Kitty- 


I need to 

{ gotothe 

em bathroom./pon't make 
; = me come back 

there and Kill 
the pair 
Of you. 


Hey, gang. Everything = = 


Ma 


rvel Girl 
here. 


okay down 
_ there? 


/ don't trust us 
to mind the shop, | 
A Jeannie? 
\ Everything's / 
; fine. 4 


Race you 
home. 


